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the Congress were invited ; for instance, the brilliant young
Muhammad 'all Jinnah. In January 1913 the Council
proposed, and two months later the League adopted, a new
constitution defining the objects of the Muslim League as :
" The promotion among Indians of loyalty to the British
crown, the protection of the rights of Muhammadans and
without detriment to the foregoing objects, the attainment
of the system of self-government suitable to India "s. This
was too much for stout champions of British munificence
like the Agha Khan and Amir 'all; but while they and
their fellows resigned in alarm, the League attracted in their
place a whole new group of middle-class Muslims with
nationalist leanings. It and the Congress began presently
to hold their annual sessions at the same time and place;
talk of co-operation grew. In December 1915 meetings were
held in Bombay. The League appointed a commission to
inquire into Annie Besant's 'Home Rule* scheme. Yet it
must not be supposed that the Muslim League was becoming
radical. Its attitude to the war and to its Khilafat implica-
tions lays bare the essential timidity. " It is a sore point
with us", according to the presidential address of that year,
" that the Government of our Caliph should be at war with
the Government of our King-Emperor. We should all have
been pleased to see our brethren in the Faith fighting side
by side with the soldiers of the British Empire.. ."4 and so
on: much wishful sentimentalism, ending with the hope that
when peace came, Muslim countries would be treated " in
such a way that their dignity will not be compromised "5.
A year later, at Lucknow, the League, like the Congress,
adopted the 4 Home Rule * programme. Furthermore, it
entered into a communalist agreement with the Congress
concerning a constitution for the self-governing India to
which both groups were looking forward. This agreement,
known as the Congress-League Pact of 1916, conceded
separate electorates for Muslims, and representational
weightage for minorities in the legislatures. The principle
of minority weightage meant that in the legislatures of the
central government and also in those provinces where